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Team Contest Problem

Here is a list of the 50 most frequent words of the Vietnamese language with their occurrences
in a corpus (text collection) of one million words:

Tw Sé Tw Sé Tw Sé Tw Sé Tw Sé

1 va 13076 | 11  dugc 6620 | 21 ong 4224 | 31 lam 3762 | 41 nudc 3176
2 cla 12313 | 12 nguoi 6434 | 22 cong 4210 | 32 do 3724 | 42 thé 3166
3  mot 10587 | 13 nhiing 6065 | 23 nhu 4088 | 33 phai 3637 | 43 qubc 3139
4 co 10488 | 14  v6i 5396 | 24 cing 4068 | 34 toi 3484 | 44 tai 3105
5 la 10303 | 15 dé 4984 | 25 vé 4025 | 35 chinh 3413 | 45 thé 3032
6 khong 8451 | 16 ra 4881 | 26 O 4005 | 36 nam 3360 | 46 noi 3007
7 cho 8387 | 17 con 4685 | 27 nha 3942 | 37 di 3290 | 47 trén 2991
8 cac 8383 | 18 dén 4645 | 28 khi 3890 | 38 sé 3268 | 48 thi 2941
9 trong 8149 | 19 vao 4548 | 29 dan 3811 | 39 bi 3218 | 49 thanh 2899
10 da 7585 | 20 nay 4403 | 30 lai 3806 | 40 tu 3195 | 50 nhung 2895

Translate as much as you can from the first ten reading units of a Vietnamese course for
advanced beginners given below. You will find all of the above words except five in the reading
units. These words are highlighted in the texts.

Bai mot. My Room

'Day 1a phong cta tdi. 2Trong phong c¢6 nhidu dd dac. *Day 1a ban va ghé. *Trén
ban ¢6 mét cii may vi tinh, mét vai dia CD, mét vai quyen sach, mot cudn tir dién
Anh-Viét va rat nhiéu buat. 5Day 1a giuong cua toi. *Trén giuong cé goi, chan va
mot cai diéu khién ti vi. "Kia 1a tit quan do cta toi. 8Toi c6 nhiéu quan jean va 4o
thun. °Tai khéng c6 nhiéu 4o so mi. °Dudi ti 1a giay va dép. MDay 1a dien thoai di
dong ctia téi. ?Dién thoai nay rat méi va dep. *Kia 1a 1o suéi dién. “Trén tuong
phong téi c6 mét cai may lanh va cai quat may vA mét tam guong. °Phong téi c6
mot cai ti vi nho va mét dau dia DVD. YDay 1a cai ti lanh cta t6i. "Trong tu
lanh ¢é6 nhiéu trai cay, nuwéc ngot va bia. ¥Trén ti lanh ¢é nhiéu ly cde. *Phong
ctia to6i nho, nhung t6i rat thich no.

Bai hai. Mr Nam Studies Korean at Hanot University

! Anh Nam 1a sinh vién. ?Anh ay hoc tiéng Han & truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngit Ha Noi.
3Sang nay, anh Nam thitc day lic 6 gio. *Anh &y an sang lic 6 gio 30 phit. >Anh Ay
dén truong lic 7 gio. SBudi sang, anh Nam hoc Hoi thoai tiéng Han. “Anh 4y hoc
v6i mét gido su nguwdi Han tir 7 gic dén 10 gio. ®Liac 10 gio rudi, anh Nam di gip
ban. Ban anh ay ciing la sinh vien & truong dai hoc. '°Budi trua, anh ay va ban
an trua ¢ can tin trong truong Dai hoc. "Budi chiéu, anh Nam hoc tir 1 git rudi
dén 4 gis. ?Sau d6, anh Nam di udng ca phé véi ban. ®Budi t6i anh Nam hoc
tiéng Anh 6 mot trung tam ngoai ngi.
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Bai ba. Mr Lee Comes to Vietnam

'Anh Lee da di Viét Nam hai 1an, mét 1an dé du lich, mot lan dé hoc tiéng Viet.
2Anh Lee di Viet Nam lan dau tién vao nim 2003. 3Anh 4y da di du lich & cac thanh
phd 16n ctia Viet Nam: Ha Noi, TP. H6 Chi Minh, Nha Trang, Da Lat. *Anh Lee di
Viéet Nam lan thit hai cach day 6 thang. °Lan nay, anh Lee da di TP. Ho Chi Minh
dé hoc tiéng Viet. 6O d6, anh Lee da gap nhidu gido vien va sinh vien Viet Nam.
"Anh Lee thich néi tiéng Viét véi sinh vien Viet Nam. 8 TP. H5 Chi Minh ¢6
nhidu ngudi Han Quéc. °Ho 1am viéc & cong ty Han Qubc. 1°0 truong dai hoc, anh
Lee ciing gip nhicu sinh vien Han Quéc. " Anh Lee rat thich TP. H6 Chi Minh
va rat thich tiéng Viet. ?Anh Lee ¢é6 nhiéu ban Viet Nam. ®*Ho khong biét tiéng
Han, vi vay, anh Lee néi tiéng Viet véi ho. Bay gio, anh Lee da tré vé Han Québc,
nhung anh Lee mu6n nam sau trd lai Viet Nam.

Bai bén. Van Hung Works for Offo Company

1Xin chao cac ban. 2Toi tén 1a Nguyén Van Hung. *Hién nay, t6i dang lam nhan
vién tiép thi cho cong ty thuong mai Offo. Mai tuan t6i lam viéc nam ngay, tr thit
hai dén thit sau. °Budi sang thi hai, téi thuong cé hop & cong ty lic 7 git sang. *Tbi
thuong di nhiéu noi, gap nhiéu ngusi dé gisi thieu vé cong ty Offo. "Vi vay, vao thit
sau, toi thuong rat met. 8Thit bay va chi nhat, toéi khong di lam. °Téi thuong nghi
¢ nha. '°T6i an nhiéu, ngt nhiéu. 'Doi khi t6i dén nha ban téi. >Tbi cling thudng
di choi & cong vien véi cac con toi. *Budi tbi thit bay, ching téi thuong di udng
ca phé hay di nghe nhac. 14 TP. Hd Chi Minh ¢6 nhiéu tiem ca phé. 1°Chti nhat,
toi thuong di choi bong da. 9Téi rat thich hai ngay thit bay va chtt nhat. "Va toi
rat ghét budi sang thi hai.

Bai nam. My Family

1Xin gi6i thieu véi cac ban ve gia dinh ctia toi. 2Gia dinh t6i cé 6 ngusi: bo me
toi, chi ca, toi, mot em gai vA mét em trai ut. *Gia dinh t6i séong ¢ Ha Noi. *B6
tdi nam nay 60 tudi. °Bo toi la giam doc ctia mot cong ty tu nhan. SMe toi 1a gido
vien truong tiéu hoc. 7Chi ca t6i nim nay 27 tudi, da t6t nghiep dai hoc va hién
dang lam viéc cho mot cong ty thuong mai. 3Chi ay lic nao cing rat ban. °Toi
con la sinh vién nadm thit 3 khoa tiéng Nhat. 1°Em gai ké toi cing 1a sinh vien.
HEm ay hoc nam thit nhat khoa tiéng Anh. '2Chting t6i déu hoc & truong Dai hoc
Ngoai Ngit Ha Noi. 1¥Em trai Gt ciia toéi dang hoc ¢ truong Trung hoc Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu. "Vao cudi tuan, ching téi thuong di dao & cong vien va nghe nhac. '>Nghe
noéi nam sau chi ca toi sé két hon.

Bai sau. I Live in Ho Chi Minh City

IT6i sébng véi gia dinh t6i ¢ Quan 1. 2T nha t6i dén cho Bén Thanh khéng xa.
3Toi c6 thé di bo dén d6. *Nha toi nim & goc ngad tu duong Nguyén Du — Cach
Mang Thang Tam. °Ddi dién nha téi 1a mot tram xing. °Bén phai nha téi 1a khach
san ABC. "Khéch san nho, nhung rat dep va khéng dit. ®*Bén trai nha toi cé6 mot
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tiem phd. “Hang ngay, buodi sang, t6i thuong &n sang 6 d6. '°Phd & dé rat ngon.
'Nha t6i khong xa truong dai hoc. >Toi ¢é thé dén trusng bing xe dap hay xe
méy. *Khi c¢é thoi gian, téi ciing cé thé di bo di hoc. Di bo tit nha dén trudng
mat khoang 30 phut. °Téi rat thich di bo dén dé. '®Pi bang xe may thi nhanh hon,
chi mat khoang 7 phit. "Nha téi dia chi 8 s6 35 duong Cach Mang Thang Tam,
Quan 1, Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh.

Bai bay. Restaurant

!Chti nhat tuan trude, ching téi di an t6i ¢ mot nha hang. 2Nha hang nay tén la
Qué Huong. *Dé 1a mot nha hang noi tiéng 6 TP. H6 Chi Minh. *Cac moén an & dé
khong dit 1am. °Chung t6i da goi nhiéu mén nhu chd gio, nem nuéng, tom nuéng,
lau hai sdn. %Sau dé6, cac ban téi con goi thém com chién va moén trang miéng.
"Chiing t6i uéng bia Sai Gon. ®Bia Sai Gon l1a mét loai bia ctia Viet Nam. °Cac
ban nit khéng uéng bia ma udéng nude ngot. °’Nha hang Qué Huong ltic nao cing
rat dong khach. ''Néu khach dén vao thit bay va chii nhat thi thuong khéng cé chd
ngoi. 12Cac ban to6i déu thidy mon an & day rat ngon. *Cé 1& chii nhat tuan nay,
chiing t6i sé tré lai an t6i 6 do.

Bai tam. Souvenir Shop in Hue City

IChiing t6i ¢6 mét cita hang chuyeén ban do luu niem & Hué. 2Khach dén thuong
1a ca khach Viet Nam 1an khach nuée ngoai. *Vao thang 7, thang 8, mua du lich,
ctta hang ching t6i déng khach hon. Vi vay, ching téi thuong mé ciia sém hon va
déng cita muon hon. *Cac ngay trong tuan, chiing to6i thuong mé ciia lic 7 gio sang,
va dong ctia 10 gio déem. *Nhung nhitng ngay cudi tuan, khi dong khéach, ching
toi c6 thé md cita dén 12 gis dem. "Vao thang hai hang nam, cita hang ching toi
thuong doéng cita trong khoang hai tuan. 8Ly do 1a nhan vién cita hang nghi Tét.
9Khach ctia ching t6i 14 nhitng ngudi du lich nwée ngoai va ca Viet Nam. “Ho
thuong mua qua luu niem dé ting cho ban beé, dong nghiep. " Khach c¢é thé tra bing
tien do hosic tien Viet. Cita hang chiing t6i ¢6 rat nhiéu qua luu niém. *Nhiéu
mon qua nho, tuy khéng mic nhung cé ¥ nghia ki niem vé Viet Nam hay ve thanh
ph6 Hué. "Chiing téi rat vui vi nhitng do vat nay tuy nhé nhung di khip thé gidi.

Bai chin. Tickets to Vietnam

'Sang nay, téi ciing ban téi di mua vé may bay. 2Chiing t6i mudén di Viet Nam dé
hoc tiéng Viét trong hai thang nghi he. 3Thang 7, thang 8 1a muia du lich, vi vay cé
rat nhiéu ngudi mudn sang Viet Nam. 10 phong ban vé cia Cong ty Hang khong
Viéet Nam, chiing t6i dwde mot co nhan vien tiép dén. °Co ay rat vui vé, nhung lai
khong biét tiéng Nhat. Chung téi phai néi chuyén véi co ay bang tiéng Anh. "Ban
t6i da hoi mua vé may bay giam gia tit Tokyo di TP. Ho Chi Minh. 8C6 nhan vién
cho biét 1a vi thoi gian nay c¢6 nhiéu khach di du lich ¢ Viét Nam, nén khong cé vé
giam gia. °Gia vé chinh thiic, loai vé hang phd thong, mot chiéu 1a 450 do la. 1°Gia
vé hang thuong gia thi con dit hon.

" Chtng t6i da néi chuyen véi co nhan vien khoang 30 phit. 12Sau d6, ching toi
quyét dinh mua vé kht hoi hang phé thong. *Thoi gian bay tit Tokyo dén TP. Ho
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Chi Minh khodng 5 tiéng. *Tuan sau ching t6i sé khdi hanh. ®Téi rat muén di
Viéet Nam hoc tiéng Viét, nhung toi hoi lo ling: Cé 1é ¢ Viet Nam néng lam.

Bai muoi. Hotel Sao Mai

'Khach san Sao Mai 1a mot khach san 3 sao, nam ¢ Trung tam Thanh phd Ha Noi.
2Day khong phai 1a mot khach san 16n, nhung lai ¢6é nhiéu khach nuéc ngoai nho
vao chat luong dich vu ctia né. 3Khach san Sao Mai nam gan bd ho Hoan Kiém.
4Chi can di bo khoang 5 phiit 1a c¢6 thé dén bo ho. *Tuy nim & trung tam thanh
pho nhung khach san Sao Mai rat yén tinh, sach sé.

6Khach san ¢é tit ca 6 tang va khodng 70 phong ngti. "Trong moi phong ngti déu
c6 t1 lanh, nuéc néng va dién thoai. *Cé ba loai phong khac nhau: phong dic biét
gia 500.000 dong mot dem; phong loai thuong gia 350.000 dong mot dém va phong
loai ré 250.000 dong mot dem. “Phong dic biét va phong loai thuong thi rong rai
va ¢6 may lanh, con phong loai ré thi chi ¢é quat may. '°Khach san Sao Mai ciing
c6 mot nha hang phuc vy an sdng mién phi.

"Vao mua du lich, nhiéu khach san khac tang gia phong. *Nhung khach san
Sao Mai van giit gi4 cii. "*Hon nita, tiép tan & khach san nay c6 thé néi dugc tiéng
Anh, tiéng Nhat va tiéng Han rat giéi. '*Chinh vi vay, nhiéu du khach thich dén &
khéach san nay mdi khi ho dén tham Ha Noi.

*

Here are the words from the list that occur in the texts, in alphabetical order:

S6 Tiu S6 Tiu S6 Tu S6 T S6 T
8 cac 15 dé 31 lam 46 noi 48  thi
35 chinh | 18 dén 3 mot 41 nuée 34 toi
7 cho 37 di 36 nam 26 & 47  trén
4 co6 32 dé6 20 nay 33 phai 9 trong
17  con 11 dugc 12 ngusi | 43 qudc | 40 tu
22  cong | 28 khi 27 nha 38 sé 1 va
2 cua 6 khong | 23 nhu 49 thanh | 19 vao
24  clng 5 la 50 nhung | 42 thé 25 vé
10 da 30 lai 13 nhitng | 45 thé 14 véi

A\ Vietnamese belongs to the Austro-Asiatic language family. It is spoken by some 66 mln
people in Vietnam (see the map).
a, a, &, 0, d, u, y are vowels; ch, d (D), gi, kh, ng, nh, ph, th, tr, x are consonants.
Vietnamese has six tones (melodies in one of which every syllable is pronounced). One tone is
not marked at all, the other five tones are marked by a diacritic above (&, a, a, &) or below (a)
the vowel.
—Boris ITomdin

English text: Boris Iomdin.
Good luck!



