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Fourteenth International Linguistics Olympiad

Mysore (India), 25-29 July 2016

You are provided with 114 audio files.

Team Contest Problem

Each file contains a recording of a Taa word,

pronounced twice. Below is the list of these words in transcription. Both audio files and
written words are in arbitrary order.
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23.

© XN o W

|nd’ai
dam
Iq’ama
gllhaa
|haa
qdd
'haa
gthd:
xd:
Oghod
lgad
0760
Ixdd
tda
kx’qa:
K’gd:

|
Iqha:

had

lga:
nna
Ik’'qaa
sda

tghd:

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

|"a:
Ngda
0x60
|xad
g'xan
glk’qa:
glk’qda
gohod
g'k’qa:
|a:

?|na:
?mala
dzani
nlghdna
thaa:

fa

nfca:
“thaa

|
noGoo
gtk’qa:
|k?qa:

qad

glha:

47.
48.
49.
50.
ol.
52.
93.
o4.
95.
96.
o7.
o8.
99.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

dd

gOxdna
n||caa
t'qaa
khala
0k’qém
dts’aa
ba
lq"tina
thda
Ondo
tshdla
xdd

rag
gok’qéo
héo
Ind’am
[|[xaa
txali
|ghd:
066
dtshxda’a:

tq’dn

70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.

{’da
gahale
dts’qaa
tqa:
dtshda
dthad
dts’qala
|hda
héa
Iné’am
dt’qda
Inahn
kda
tsahdh
nlcad
©hoo
|gd:
Faa
ts’da
gllxa’dn
gkx’qd:la
’Onaje
dtxaa

(a) (114 points) Match the audio files with the written words.

93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.

Oqou
Indd
tga:
|qaa
glxd’a:
gthad
na:
0q’um
tk’qan
lqdheh
Ina:

?|naha

Infi"tia
0god
“4a
Oaje

nl|cd:

[nda
gao
Ond’a:
la:

|q"3n

(b) (6 points) Briefly describe all of your observations on the Taa language and its tran-

scription.

A Taa belongs to the Tuu family. It is spoken by approx. 2,600 people in Botswana and
—Danylo Mysak

Namibia.

English text: Danylo Mysak, Hugh Dobbs.

Good luck!



