
Dan-Mircea Mirea

Problem 5: 

YANYUWA



 ✨ Sociolinguistics ✨

Race/ethnicity

Class

Age

Education

Sexual orientation

Gender
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Gender sociolects

1. Lexical: Japanese 1st person pronouns, Garifuna

2. Phonological: Jordanian Arabic ق  allophones 
/g/ and /ʔ/

3. Morphological: Yanyuwa!



Yanyuwa

Pama-Nyungan



Yanyuwa

John Bradley

As of recently, there are 3 
native speakers (all women) 

Jean Kirton

Bella Charlie



The problem



The problem



The problem
Word order: SV(O)
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Noun prefixes
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Noun prefixes
rra- = female class (O/intransitive S)  

rru- = female class (transitive S)  

✨Ergative-absolutive alignment✨ 



Noun prefixes
nya-/nyu- = male class

-/ji- = animal class



Noun prefixes
nya-/nyu- = male class

-/ji- = animal class

…but only in women’s Yanyuwa!



Noun prefixes
-/ki- = male & animal class 

in men’s Yanyuwa



Noun prefixes
li-/linji- = plural  
(gender-neutral) 

ma- = food 



Noun prefixes



 Verb prefixes



 Verb prefixes
j- = present 
k- = 



 Verb prefixes
j- = present 
k- = …non-present



 Verb prefixes
-nji = present 

-la = future



 Verb prefixes



 Verb prefixes Tense - Obj - Sub - Stem - Tense



 Verb prefixes



Other features

16 noun classes in reality!



Other features

Avoidance speech - used around some family members
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Who did all the work?

feat. 
Aleksejs 

Peguševs 

guest star: 
Maria  

Rubinstein

Boris Iomdin 
Dan-Mircea Mirea (me) 

Liam McKnight 
Shinjini Ghosh 
Tung-Le Pan



Who did all the work?

feat. 
Lyosha 

Peguševs 

guest star: 
Masha  

Rubinstein

Boris Iomdin 
Dan-Mircea Mirea (me) 

Liam McKnight 
Shinjini Ghosh 
Tung-Le Pan



Results
You rated it as 

#2 easiest (43 votes) 
#4 hardest (9 votes)



Results
In reality it was #3 hardest/easiest 

Mean score: 7.61 
194/206 submissions



And the best solution goes to…





" Matěj Čapka " 
Czechia



Thank you all for listening!


