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Samuel Ahmed



Welcome to Nepal!



From Kathmandu…

(Future IOL location?)



… to Kirati 
Eastern Himalayan 

people

1.2m in Nepal

360k in India/Bhutan



Kirati > Rai > Chamling and Bantawa 



Shared culture: Kirat Mundhum





Shared words

Camling Bantawa

Northwest Southeast

syunga sɨwaŋ

khatunga kʰaraŋ

khyunga kʰiyaŋ

tunga taŋ

pratunga patunga paraŋ



Shared words

Camling Bantawa

Northwest Southeast

setunga seruŋ

praidhunga paidhunga pattuŋ 

khisunga kʰɨttuŋ 

phlodunga phodunga pʰasuŋ 

ritunga ittuŋ 



Shared word parts

Camling Bantawa Grammatical meaning

-ci -cu/-ci Dual

-ka -ʔa Exclusive 1st person

ta- tɨ- 2nd person (in specific contexts)

-um -um Plural agent (1st & 2nd person)

-i(n) -i(n) Plural subject/patient (1st & 2nd person)

-c- +RED -c- +RED Non-singular 3rd person object (e.g. -umcum)

-na -na 1st person agent & 2nd person patient

-unga -uŋ 1st person singular



Verb groups
si- ‘die’ set- ‘kill’ seid- ‘kill (it) for’

ta- ‘come’ tat- ‘bring’

ri-, i- ‘laugh’ rit-, itt- ‘laugh at’

prat-, pat-, ‘shout’ praidh-, patt- ‘shout at’

dung- ‘drink’ dungd- ‘make drink’

khat- ‘go’ kʰatt- ‘take’ (kʰans- ‘send’)

waŋ- ‘enter’ wakt- ‘make enter’

ims- ‘sleep’ ipt- ‘put to sleep’

wat- ‘wear’ watt- ‘make wear’

tʰaŋ- ‘come up’ tʰakt- ‘bring up’
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Different tense marking

Camling Bantawa Athpare
(in the intro)

Past -a -a -e

Nonpast -e - reduplication

Progressive (auxiliary) reduplication (auxiliary)



Translations out of Camling & Bantawa



Translations into Camling & Bantawa

/ phodyu



Best solution?



Best solution?

Lonane…



Best solution?

Lonane…

I/wepl will tell youpl

(after lunch!)
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